
 
 

 
TOP TOURISM TOWN AWARD SUBMISSION – Itinerary 

 

 
 

La Dolce Vita 
 
Food, wine, nature, fun – welcome to Griffith, the agricultural powerhouse of the Riverina. Home to vineyards, orchards, 
genuine hospitality and rich Italian heritage, the family will not go hungry! To help stimulate that appetite, add national 
parks, lakes and family-friendly outdoor adventures into the mix. 
 
The city of Griffith is located in the heart of the Riverina. Developed as a model settlement, the town was designed by 
Walter Burley Griffin, after winning his town design for Canberra. 
A six hour drive from Sydney and five hours from Melbourne, Griffith is also accessible by air, with Regional Express and 
QantasLink operating daily flights between Sydney and Griffith, and EastWest Airlines flying direct between Melbourne and 
Griffith. 
With a range of accommodation options available, from hotels and motels, farm stays and bed ‘n’ breakfast, to self-
contained apartments, you will not only be well-fed, but well-slept. 
 
Whether it’s food and wine, arts and history, or nature, four days in Griffith will leave you amazed, relaxed, educated and 
‘living the sweet life’ – La Dolce Vita. 
 

Day 1   
 

Morning 
Buongiorno!  
Waking up in your two-bedroom apartment at Quest Griffith, step out onto the balcony and witness the relaxed Griffith 
lifestyle.  
Your first stop today is the Griffith Visitor Information Centre. En route, take the road less travelled and walk down Banna 
Lane admiring the Banna Lane Graffiti Murals, which will lead you directly to the doorstep of the Griffith Tourism Hub. 
Let the passionate team of locals welcome you to Griffith and provide you with an overview of the region you will be 
exploring over the coming days. Watch the short but informative visual presentation on Griffith; wander through the 
interpretive display, and view the Stained Glass Window, depicting the view from Scenic Hill. Pick-up some self-guided 
maps, for this morning’s activities, as well as a selection of local produce. 
 
The rest of the morning is strongly recommended on foot, becoming orientated with Griffith’s CBD. Wander the 
picturesque, tree-lined main street of Banna Ave. Be enticed by the shopping opportunities at the unique boutiques, or 
make a stop at the Griffith Regional Art Gallery, admiring the art deco architecture of the building before stepping inside 
for the latest travelling art exhibition. If history is more your thing, the Griffith War Memorial Museum is right next door. 
As you continue north up Banna Ave, look out for some heritage buildings, including the Clock Tower of the former Rural 
Bank, and the Courthouse, one of Griffith’s oldest civic building built in 1928.  
Embrace the flavours of Griffith by stopping for a coffee and cannoli at Bertoldo’s Pasticceria. This fourth-generation 
bakery has been an icon of Griffith since 1952. Nothing personifies Griffith’s Italian heritage quite like Bertoldo’s: bread, 
biscotti, cakes, cannoli, gelato, nougat – the sights and smells are intoxicating! 
 
With a renewed spring in your step, continue on to the Griffith Regional Theatre. Here, take a moment to pop inside and 
view the soft-sculptured curtain that is the backdrop to the main stage. A real work of textile art, this five by twelve metre 
theatre curtain depicts the local landscape and was hand sown by over 300 locals taking over 12-months to make! 
 
Next, let the kids burn some energy at City Park, located on the main canal, home to the southern hemispheres tallest 
climbing frame! Follow the canal around to IOOF Park and meander through the permanent outdoor art exhibition 
featuring the Centenary Sculptures – the result of twenty tonnes of granite, seven master sculptures from around the 
globe, and an inspirational brief the meaning of water in Griffith and the city’s cultural diversity, celebrating Griffith’s 
centenary in 2016. Alternatively, seek refuge on the lush grass under the shade of the River Red Gums, and watch the 
world go by. 



Afternoon 
Is it lunchtime yet? Drop into La Piccola Grosseria, sample some Italian cheeses and cured meats, and have a chat to Sam 
and his family who have owned this traditional Italian deli for 17 year – be prepared to settle in if you mention soccer and 
Juventus! Before you leave, don’t forget to purchase some of your favourite antipasti, and ask for a couple of their famous 
focaccias filled with tasty  
Mediterranean delicacies, to take-away for lunch. We would also suggest some ‘dolci’ for dessert. 
 
With your picnic lunch, head to Lake Wyangan Picnic Area, slow the pace, pick a spot on the foreshore and unwind with 
peaceful waterfront views. Ah, the serenity…. 
After lunch, take a wander around the picnic area where the kids can feed the deer and donkeys in the animal enclosure, 
encounter a peacock up close, and spend time in the playground. 
 
Are the kids Wi-Fi deprived yet? Return to your accommodation so they can get their hit and freshen up, before finishing 
the day with true Griffith hospitality at Il Corso Café for dinner. Dine alfresco on bruschetta, arancini, cotoletta, pizza, 
pasta….you won’t be disappointed. Don’t leave without grabbing a couple of scoops of gelati for the walk back to your 
accommodation. Mangia mangia. 
 
 
 

Day 2  
 
Morning 
An early start today if you dare - make your way up to the Hermit’s Cave Lookout for a sunrise you’ll never forget! Stop, 
take a breath, and absorb that clean country air.  
The lookout is perched high on the ridge of Scenic Hill, overlooking the city and offering fabulous views across irrigated 
farmland to the Binya Hills and Cocoparra National Park in the distance. Sit and watch as the sun peeps out over the 
McPherson Ranges and floods the agricultural patchwork below in shades of purple, pink, and then orange. 
Whilst here, why not embark on a bushwalk to Hermit’s Cave. Be sure to wear sturdy shoes, as the path is uneven and 
steep at times. The cave, once the home of Valerio Ricetti, a miner from Broken Hill, lived the life of a hermit here for many 
years. A keen gardener, Valerio transformed the rocky escarpment and created dry-stone wall, paths and stone steps to 
access the areas that he called the Garden, the Chapel and the Main Cave.  
 
Spend the rest of the morning at Pioneer Park Museum. Learn about the history of Griffith and the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area in this open air museum, set amongst 11 hectares of natural bushland. Whilst there, be sure to visit the 
knitted garden and take a wander through the Italian Museum & Cultural Centre and the Wine & Irrigation Museum 
which collectively tell the stories of the contribution of the Italian community, and the importance of irrigation, to the 
development of Griffith and the wine industry. Look out for Sir Grumbles, the friendly resident emu who patrols the 
museum daily! 
 
Afternoon 
Tummies will be grumbling by now, so make your way back into the CBD and stop for lunch at Zecca Italian Handmade. 
Here they bring the old Italian recipes back to life. A piadina (Italian flatbread) is our pick for lunch, or for something more 
substantial - producing the Riverina’s only dried artisan pasta - a bowl of casarecce or rigatoni will keep you going for the 
afternoon….or demanding a siesta! Don’t forget to pick up a few packets of pasta on the way out, to enjoy a piece of 
Griffith when you return home. 
 
This afternoon, head out to Catania Fruit Salad Farm and jump on the uniquely rustic bus to be taken around the farm and 
gain an understanding of how a wide variety of horticulture and viticulture crops are grown and harvested in Australia’s 
largest irrigation area, the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. At the end of the tour, stop by the old mudbrick home – an 
original built in 1912 - to sample the homemade jams, wines, prunes, mustards and chutneys. 
 
If the kids are experiencing technology withdrawal, make a stop a Family Funland. Let them run wild in the purpose-built 
family entertainment facility that features laser tag, a bouldering wall, and 40 other games to keep them amused whilst 
you sip on a cappuccino or iced latte. 
 
Tonight you dine at Little Italy for dinner. We recommend the gnocchi - fluffy, cloud-like potato pillows, freshly handmade 
by mama – delicious with a bolognese sauce, or for a real treat, try gorgonzola! Mmm, buono! 
 

 
 
 



Day 3  
 
Morning 
This morning, fuel up on a big breakfast at one of the café’s on Banna Ave, pick up some freshly baked bread from 
Bertoldo’s, then jump in the car – we’re taking a short drive 30-minutes east of Griffith to Cocoparra National Park, the 
stunning ‘mountains’ amongst the flat. A dramatic and rugged place, with a landscape that is vividly alive and always 
changing. Traverse the well-maintained walking tracks for the chance to experience the wonderful sight of wildflowers 
such as orchids, daisies, wattles and tea tree; visit after the rain to see waterfalls and creeks in full flow. If your timing is 
right, the nesting season of the majestic peregrine falcon or the amazing sight of rainbow bee-eaters building their homes 
in the ground. 
 
Remember those foodie delights of salami, cheese, bread, chutney and olives you’ve been collecting over the past few days 
– make sure you bring them along on your Cocoparra adventure, as you feast like a king amongst nature for lunch. 
 
Afternoon 
This afternoon is all about mum and dad. Travelling the 30 km back into Griffith, stop in the village of Yenda for some wine 
sampling at Yarran Wines, recently awarded James Halliday's Dark Horse Winery of the Year. Elevated amongst the 
vineyard, and overlooking Cocoparra National Park, find a spot on the balcony and sip away on some of the region’s iconic 
Durif with a cheeseboard, while the kids frolic on the lawn. 
When one winery stop is just not enough, Berton Vineyards is just around the corner (be sure to try some of their 
alternative varietals such as fiano and aranel) and De Bortoli Wines (home to famous Noble One) is down the road.  
 
We’re going a little bit fancier for dinner tonight, so let’s hope the kids behave. Indulge in local seasonal menu at Limone. 
Marvel at the stunning building constructed almost entirely from recycled materials, and pick from the fresh daily menu 
which is prepared using local produce…much of it from the owner’s farm. The Aquna Murray Cod is a regular on the menu 
– Australia’s premium native fish is commercially farmed in the area – a great-tasting, creamy and mild fish. Be sure to 
book in advance. Buon apetito! 
 
 
 

Day 4 
 
Morning 
Let’s slow the pace down today. 
Take a short drive along the Kidman Way and spend the morning at Altina Wildlife Park. Located on the banks of the 
Murrumbidgee River, cradled amongst towering River Red Gums, get up close to African lions, red pandas, and a 
menagerie of other animals. Jump upon on a horse-drawn carriage for a personalised guided zoo-fari, whilst also learning 
about Altina’s conservation and breeding program. For an unforgettable experience, book in for a behind the scenes 
encounter, meeting face to face with the amazing white rhino, playing with the cheeky meerkats or inquisitive monkeys, or 
share some treats with the graceful giraffes. 
 
Afternoon 
Visit nearby Whitton Malt House for lunch. Dine at the restaurant with a menu that reflects the exceptional produce of the 
area; or stop for a casual bite from the café. After lunch, sit down to a craft beer or whisky tasting, or sit back and relax by 
Lake Hulong with views across to the eucalyptus forest, whilst the kids fish for Murray Cod, have a hit of water-golf, play 
some old fashioned lawn games and indulge on gelato. 
 
Take it easy tonight. Book a table at the iconic La Scala Restaurant for dinner – a Griffith institution for over 40 years. 
Feeling adventurous? Give the squid ink pasta a go! Either way be sure to include the infamous rocket toppa on your menu, 
and complement with a local vino from the extensive wine list. Finish the night off with an affogato. Salute! 
 
Arrivederci! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


